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Pastor                                               

Rev. Dr. Stephen Franklin                      

pastorsteve@meridianpres.org 

 

Dir. of Youth & Family Min.                                        

Mike Barton                                

mbarton@meridianpres.org 

 

Director of Care 

Tim Rausch 

care@meridianpres.org 

 

Childrenôs Discipleship Director                                 

Laura Franklin 
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Secretary                                                      

Kala Siefker                                

secretary@meridianpres.org 

 

Treasurer                                                           

Honey Royer                              
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Choir Director & Musician                                                

Debbe Picerno 

 

Custodian                                                 

Tom Perschke  

                                       

Nursery Director                           

Jordan Longdon 

 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under Godôs mighty hand, that he may 

lift you up in due time.7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares 

for you. 1 Peter 5:6-7 (NIV) 

 

 The season of Lent can sometimes feel unfamiliar, or even    

confusing, for Presbyterians. We often associate it primarily with Roman 

Catholic tradition. However, we do ourselves a disservice if we overlook 

the deep spiritual invitation this season offers. 

 

 At its heart, Lent is an annual call to repentance, fasting, and 

prayer. It is a sacred opportunity to return to the spiritual practices that 

draw us deeper into the heart of our Father. As N.T. Wright once said, 

ñLent is a time for discipline, for confession, for honesty, not because 

God is mean or fault-finding or finger-pointing, but because he wants us 

to know the joy of being cleaned out, ready for all the good things he 

now has in store.ò 

 

 When we willingly enter into these practices, it is as though God 

is clearing out what clutters our hearts, making room again for the joy of 

our salvation. This process begins with humility. Humility is not thinking 

less of yourself; it is thinking of yourself less. We humble ourselves   

under the mighty hand of God because we trust that His hand is both 

sovereign and good. We believe He is working all things for His glory 

and our good. And we trust that, in due time, He will lift us up. 

 

 To confess, to repent, to fast is to proclaim that there is One 

greater than ourselves. That is why we embrace Lent. Itôs not a ritual 

practice or season of shame. Itôs the ongoing process of sanctification 

that shapes us more and more in the image of Jesus.  

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Steve 



March 1st   

Title- ñTo All the Worldò 

Focus Passageï Acts 8:26-40 

Synopsisï Rev. Caleb Shocklie will be joining us,   

leading worship focusing on mission and evangelism.  

 

March 8th 

Title- ñA Season for Everythingò 

Focus Passageï Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 

Secondary Passageï Philippians 4:10-13 

Synopsisï Time is relentless and so is change. The 

only way to navigate through it all is to know that there is 

a time for every season under the sun and a God who is 

in control. Lent is a season to remember that our lives 

are in Godôs hands and not our own. Time is a gift if we 

know it comes from the Lord.   

 

March 15th 

Title- ñThe Weight of Injusticeò 

Focus Passageï Ecclesiastes 4:1-12  

Secondary Passageï Galatians 5:13-18 

Synopsisï Oppression, injustice, envy, and loneliness 

are a weight we all carry. The world wants us to fight for 

justice and thatôs a good thing. However, the justice we 

seek comes from above. The way to overcome the 

weight is to have someone to help you up.  

 March 22nd 

Title- ñA Common Destinyò 

Focus Passageï Ecclesiastes 9:1-12 

Secondary Passageï Romans 6:20-23 

Synopsisï Each of us has a common destiny, we    

cannot escape it, death awaits us all. The journey of 

Lent is a yearly reminder that from dust we came and to 

dust we shall return. The question isnôt whether or not 

we can escape death, but what happens to us after we 

die? The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is life 

in Christ.  

 

March 29thï Palm Sunday 

Title- ñRemember Your Creatorò 

Focus Passageï Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

Secondary Passageï Philippians 4:4-7 

Synopsisï We spend our days chasing after the wind, 

meaningless things. What the soul needs to be happy 

and satisfied is simple, remember your creator. Life is a 

gift. Each day and each person has meaning and      

purpose when we rest in his presence. When Jesus   

enters Jerusalem, he reminds us what truly matters, 

obedience to the Father. Death is not the final word.   

We walk with Jesus to the cross, and through it, to life.   
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DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ .ǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀŎǝƻƴ 

ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎ ōȅ DŜƻǊƎŜ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎΦ aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǊǘ-ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΦŎƻƳ 
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January 2026  

Giving $27,612.76  

YTD Actual $27,612.76  

YTD Budget $36,617.08  

Over (Under) ($9,004.32)  

 

bƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ 

¶ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ 

ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ  

ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘΦ 

JOIN US: Palm Sunday, March 29th @ 10 AM    

between services for an ALL CHURCH BRUNCH &  

a little Jesus Scavenger Hunt!  

!ƭƛŎŜ DƛƭƭƛƭŀƴŘ CǳƴŘ 
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.ANE@E=J $DQN?D '=IEHUs 

   5D=JG UKQ BKN =HH KB PDA LN=UANO =J@ OQLLKNP @QNEJC 

,=NAJ§O EHHJAOO =J@ L=OOEJCr 8A =NA =HOK @AALHU CN=PAk

BQH BKN PDA ?=NA ODKSJ PK KQN B=IEHU PDNKQCD PDA BQk

JAN=H OANRE?A =J@ HQJ?D PD=P BKHHKSA@r 8A PNQHU HKRA 

>AEJC L=NP KB = ?DQN?D B=IEHU PD=P S=HGO =HKJCOE@A KJA 

=JKPDAN EJ PEIAO KB OKNNKS =O SAHH =O FKUr :KQ =NA =HH 

OQ?D = >HAOOEJC PK KQN B=IEHUr                                            

  -KRAs  5DA -UKJO '=IEHU  











March 1st -  Trent Geis, Dylan Mackrell,     

Stephanie Toniolo 

March 2nd ̄Deb Bowser 

March 3rd -  Diane Sweet, Pat Doutt 

March 7th - Hannah Gregor, Gemma Mechling 

March 9th - Ruth Monnie, Russell Forsythe 

March 10th - Gary Schneider 

March 11th -  Rodney Doutt, Jim Winterhalter   

March 12th - Robert Myers, Melissa Rudolph 

March 13th - Debbe Picerno, Reba Longdon 

March 14th - Nicole Sproule, David Todd 

March 18th - Cora Murtha 

March 19th - Philip Kearns 

March 20th - Ernie Oesterling, Tabitha Watterson 

March 21st - Martha Kummer 

March 23rd - Crew Siefker, Jesse Titus 

March 24th - Eric Shiever, Ben Mason 

March 25th - Lori Campbell 

March 26th - Peg Morrison, Brielle Siefker 

March 27th - Bob White 

March 28th - Tyler Karner, Greyson Werth 

March 29th - Robyn Freund 

March 30th - Harriet Sanderson, Timmi Longdon, 

Cole Lyons 

March 31st ̄Harper Osborne 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect,  

please call the office at 724-482-2630 or email Kala at secretary@meridianpres.org 

so it can be corrected. Thank you! 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

18:45 AM Service 
& Communion 

10 AM Sunday 

School 

11 AM Late Service 

2 3 
1 PM Quilt 

 

6:30 PM Deacon/

Trustee Meeting 

 

4 
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

 

5:30-7 PM Faith 

& Fellowship 

7PM Choir 

5 6 7 

8 

8:45 AM Early  Ser-

vice 

10 AM Sunday 

School 

11 AM Late Service 

9 

6:30 PM Menôs 

Bible Study 

10 
1 PM Quilt 

 

6:30 PM Session 

Meeting 

11  
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

 

5:30-7 PM Faith 

& Fellowship 

7PM Choir 

12 13 14 
9 AM Menôs 

Breakfast @ 

Macôs Caf® 

10 AM Grief   

Fellowship Hour 

158:45 AM Early  
Service 

10 AM Sunday 

School 

11 AM Late Service 

12 Comm Lunch @ 

St. Andrews 

16 
 

17 
1 PM Quilt 

 

18 
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

 

5:30-7 PM Faith 

& Fellowship 

7PM Choir 

19 20 21 

22 
8:45 AM Early  Ser-

vice 

10 AM Sunday 

School 

11 AM Late Service 

23 

6:30 PM Menôs 

Bible Study 

24 
1 PM Quilt 

 

 

25 
9 AM Coffee & 

Conversation 

 

5:30-7 PM Faith 

& Fellowship 

7PM Choir 

26 27   28 

10 AM Grief   

Fellowship Hour 

298:45 AM Early  
Service 

10 AM Brunch & 

Little Jesus        

Scavenger Hunt 

11 AM Late Service 

5 PM Fishbone 

30 
 

31 
1 PM Quilt 

 

 

   

March 2026 
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