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The light of Meridian
April 2026

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 1 Peter 1:3 (NIV)

     It feels like we keep dancing between seasons. One day it’s 75 and
sunny, the next day it’s snowing. I love when March surprises us with
unexpected warm, sun-filled days that break through the lingering
cold. After months of a cold and dark winter, people begin to step
outside again, shake off the stillness, and embrace new life. Yet, as
we know, spring doesn’t arrive all at once. It often comes in glimpses
—brief stretches of warmth surrounded by lingering cold and gray.
     We want life to function like a light switch. We want clear,
immediate, and definable moments from darkness to light. We long
for defined seasons, obvious turning points, and quick resolutions.
But more often, change happens gradually. We find ourselves slowly
moving forward, sometimes barely noticing, until we look back and
realize how much has shifted. God often works through these “in-
between” moments, small glimpses of hope that point us toward
something greater.
     Even in the transition, hope is never absent. It’s easy to look at the
world and see darkness, uncertainty, and brokenness. As I often say
this time of year, we live in a Good Friday world, marred by sin and
death, but we are Easter people. 
     As Lent comes to a close and we prepare to celebrate Easter,
remember the promise given to us, “he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”
Even when life feels cold or uncertain, even in the grey transitions
between light and darkness, we know Sunday is coming.

In Christ,
Pastor Steve



Sunday Sermons Sunday Sermons 
April 2 - Maundy Thursdaynd

title- A New commandment
focus passage- John 13:31-38
Synopsis- love is the way. that’s the new
commandment that Jesus gives his disciples,
even though that’s been the commandment
all along. Maundy comes from the Latin
word mandatum which means commandment.
to follow Jesus is to follow his command to
love one another. love is active. love is visible.
love is costly.

April 5 - easter Sundayth

title- The proof of wounds
focus passage- john 20:19-29
secondary passage- job 19:25-27
synopsis- wounds and scars tell the story.
Thomas is often referred to as the doubter,
but can you blame him? When Thomas sees and
feels the wounds of Christ, he says, “My Lord
and my God!” The wounds tell the story of
God in the flesh. Jesus meets our doubt with
invitation, come and see. may we believe. 

April 12th
title- Living the Resurrection
focus passage- Luke 10:25-37
secondary passage- Psalm 146:5-9
synopsis: Christ is the ultimate Good
Samaritan, who sacrifices everything to lift
us from the side of the road and even
provides for our future needs. Luke 10:25-37
shows us that true love goes beyond feelings-
it is action that costs us something, just as
Christ gave himself completely for us. Psalm
146:5-9 reminds us that God’s heart is for the
vulnerable, the oppressed, and the neighbor in
need, and our faith is lived when we follow
His example. This post Easter message calls us
to live like Christ, going and serving others
with resurrection , hope and mercy. 

New Series- Dear Church...
In the book of Revelation there are seven
letters to seven different churches. Each
letter reveals the heart of Christ and his
prophetic call to the church. These are
words the church needs to hear today. We
need encouragement, but we also need
correction. What does faithfulness look
like in our challenging world? 

April 19th
title- Your First Love
focus passage- Revelation 2:1-7
secondary passage- Joel 2:12-13
Synopsis- It’s possible for the chruch to do
everything right, but for the wrong
reason. This is Ephesus. We can often get
caught up in the business of the church,
that we miss her heart. The challenge is to
return to our first love, Jesus, with
passion and beauty. We should never be
more in love with the ministry than we
are the Master. 

April 26th
title- The Victor’s Crown
focus passage- Revelation 2:8-11
secondary passage- Psalm 34:17-22
synopsis- Suffering often causes us to
turn away from the Lord. We measure the
faithfulness of God by how comfortable
our lives are. However, suffering has
always been a part of the Christian’s story.
The church in Smyrna is suffering and
persecuted, but they will receive the
victor’s crown if they remain faithful.
This is the challenge, to remain steadfast
in suffering. 



     The Meridian Care Team continues to work diligently to keep our covenant partners who reside
in facilities or are homebound close to our hearts. Several members of the care team visit those in
facilities on a regular basis providing weekly contact in addition to visits by Pastor Steve and
myself. We continue to visit those who are homebound and provide publications such as The Upper
Room. Recently, the care team organized Ester baskets with cards for each of the shut-in partners.
     We are continuing to provide home communion for all shut-ins with the next scheduled
sacrament scheduled for May 3 . Anyone who has been an Elder or Deacon at Meridian can
participate in serving home communion. We have developed an informational session to give an
overview of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and the offering through Meridian Church. This
half-hour presentation will be available after the late service on April 12  in the library. No pre-
registration is required. If you are interested, you are welcome to attend the informational session
or contact me for more information.

rd

th

     There are a variety of informational gatherings covering a variety of interesting topics that are
offered throughout the Greater Butler area. As I learn of these, I will post them on the door of the
office I use near Parker Hall. 

In Christ
Tim

Meridian Care Team Update 
Meridian Care Team Update 

Unraveling Grief GroupUnraveling Grief Group

For the past year, those experiencing grief have been meeting
biweekly on Saturday mornings at 10:00 in the church library

for prayer, encouragement, and friendship. We are just a
group of like-minded individuals who have suffered the loss
of a loved one and are committed to support one another
while working through our loss and learning to live again

with purpose.
Grief has no expiration date--it’s a normal reaction to losing

someone you love. But God promises healing to a broken
heart. If you or someone you know is experiencing grief

following the death of a loved one, we invite you to join us at
our next meetings on March 28  and April 11  at 10 AM. th th



GOOD
FRIDAY

JOIN US

FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD

@ MERIDIAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
4150 HIGHLAND AVE 

7 AM BREAKFAST
8 AM LIVE SPEED PAINTING BY 

GEORGE WILLIAMS ART MADNESS

Notes from
Session 

Notes from
Session 

-Set Discovery Night for
April 26  at 6 PMth

-Approved Elders Katie
Schultz & Chris McKain to

enter into ECO’s lay
leadership program.

-Approved money from the
Alice Gilliland Camp fund
for Emily, Sadie, Molly Tarr

and David Barton for
scholarship. 

Spring Clean Up Day at
Fishbone Ministries April

18  @ 9 AM. Please see
Mike Barton for more

details! 

th

February 2026
Giving $39,261.06

YTD Actual $66,873.82
YTD budget $73,234.16

Over (under) ($6,360.34)

Faith & Finances Faith & Finances 

Thank you for your generous gift to Butler Meals on
Wheels. You donation will help to continue our

mission of preparing and delivering hot, nutritious
meals to the homebound of Butler! 

Thank you so much for your very
generous check for our food pantry

it is greatly appreciated. 
God Bless,

Family Life Ministries Food Panty 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Thank you so much for your ongoing generosity

towards the Florish Institute of Theology. Your
sacrificial gifts and willingness to partner with us

makes a substantial impact in the life of our
student body. Please know how grateful I am for

you, and how earnestly I am praying for you. 
God’s grace & peace in Jesus,

Chris with FIT







We are always in need of helpers at this age level.
If you are willing, we will find a way to use you!

To get involved, email or call Laura Franklin
kidsmin@meridianpres.org  ~  724-312-4647

A Note OF ThanksA Note OF ThanksA Note OF Thanks
Thank you to everyone who helped make Faith & Fellowship such a

wonderful time in our church. From the delicious food to the enriching Bible
study, we are grateful you were a part of it.

VBSVBSVBS
Mark your calendars for our
Snowball Mountain Challenge

June 14th-18th
evenings from 5:30-7:30

 Many volunteers are
needed. If you are able to

help with decorating, being a
group leader, or station

leader please see Laura to
get signed up.

Register your kids and
friends on our website.

MONTHLY VERSEMONTHLY VERSEMONTHLY VERSE

SUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOLSUNDAY SCHOOL

Club 35Club 35Club 35

 God is our Redeemer who
rescues, restores, and brings
new life through Jesus.  Join

us for class from 
10-10:45 on Sunday

mornings. 

Our next event will be 
at Tokens Arcade! See

Pastor Mike or Laura if you’d
like to join.

For God so loved the
world, that He gave His

only Son. 
John 3:16 

April 2026April 2026April 2026

Meridian KidsMeridian KidsMeridian Kids



04/01 Connie Winterhalter
04/02 Gail Raley & Darlaine Thompson
04/04 Sally Cooper
04/05 Ciera Kaminsky
04/07 Clint Werth
04/12 Joan Gumpp—Ferringer
04/13 Carolyn Street
04/14 Colton Franklin
04/16 Greyson Fair
04/17 Kelley Hibbs 
04/18 Ed Garrison
04/19 John Kearns & Cole Siefker
04/20 Grace Smith, Scott Raley, & Cecelia Mackrell
04/21 Brooks Wickline
04/22 Ron Sweet & Philip Mason 
04/24 Christine Mikan & Kelsey Schneider 
04/26 Luke Hitchcock
04/27 Reilly Doutt 
04/28 Sue Mutz & Bill Raley

BirthdaysBirthdays AnniversariesAnniversaries
04/02 Jerry & Beverly Dambaugh 
04/06 James & Jody Ola
04/08 Gary & Leanne Cygan 
04/11 Russell & Martha Kummer
04/21 Kevin & Sue Hilliard 
04/25 Les & Kay Freehling 
04/26 Doug & Lori McCann 
 

April Celebrations April Celebrations 

CHURCH MERCH
ORDER ONLINE

THROUGH APRIL 5TH
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APRIL202620262026
7 PM

Maundy
Thursday
Service

7 AM Good
Friday

Breakfast
8 AM Art
Madness

8:45 AM Easter
Worship

11 AM Easter
Worship

8:45 AM Worship
10 AM Sunday School

11 AM Worship
12 Home Comm

Class
6 PM Youth Grp

8:45 AM Worship
10 AM Sunday

School
11 AM Worship

12 Comm Lunch
6 PM Youth Grp

6 PM
Discovery

Night

9 AM Men’s
Breakfast

10 AM Grief
Group

9 AM
Fishbone
Work Day

10 AM Grief
Group

6 PM 55+ Dinner
6 PM Women’s

Bible Study

10 AM
Women’s

Bible Study

8:45 AM
Worship

10 AM Sunday
School

11 AM Worship

9 AM Coffee &
Conversation
6:30 PM Choir

1 PM Quilting
6:30 PM

Deacon &
Trustee
Meeting

1 PM Quilting
6:30 PM Session

Meeting

1 PM Quilting

1 PM Quilting

9 AM Coffee &
Conversation
6:30 PM Choir

9 AM Coffee &
Conversation
6:30 PM Choir

9 AM Coffee &
Conversation
6:30 PM Choir

6:30 PM Men’s
Bible Study

6:30 PM Men’s
Bible Study

Youth Grp
Spring

Retreat @
Crestfield

9 AM Coffee &
Conversation
6:30 PM Choir

6 PM Women’s
Bible Study

10 AM Women’s
Bible Study



Meridian Presbyterian Church
4150 Highland Avenue
Butler, PA 16001

Join Us Holy Week Join Us Holy Week 
Maundy thursday service & communion- 7 PM

Good Friday Breakfast with George Williams- 7 AM
Easter Sunday Early Service- 8:45 AM

Easter Sunday Late Service- 11 AM
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